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Essay : WP4

ESSAY

“How to teach History in the French German area : the French-
German history handbook”

• Focus : Apart from the French German history handbook, which will be 
analyzed, the essay will focus on the part of the chosen handbooks dedicated 
to the French German recent history (i.e. War of 1870, first and second World 
War).

• Justification : underlining the importance of the common French-German 
History Manual dealing with such sensitive issues (3 major war conflicts in one 
century : 1870-1945)

• “Teamwork between historians from countries or regions in post-conflict 
situations adds a certain dynamic to the process of mutual understanding.”
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ESSAY

“How to teach History in the French German area : the French-
German history handbook”

• First Part : Antagonism & Propaganda (1875 – 1945)

• 2nd Part : An exception : first try to design a common French German history 
handbook (1932)

• 3rd Part : A mutual but bilateral empathy (1945 - 2006)

• 4th Part : The common French German history handbook. (2006 – ….)
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“How to teach History in the French German area: The French-German history 
handbook”

Introduction :

• The essay analyzes how to teach History in the French German area: it is 
relevant to analyze the attempts to set up common History Manuals during the 
past century, especially between those two countries with many war conflicts.

• The outgrowth of those tries: the French-German History Manual published by 
Nathan/Klett. With the publication of the French German history handbook in 
2006, the initial reactions were unanimous to underline the initiative which 
exceeded for the first time the national framework in the way of teaching history.

� The mere presentation of the ‘other’ perspective is in itself a first step along the 
road to recognizing and accepting difference.
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First Part : Antagonism & Propaganda (1875 – 1945)

• During this period, and because of the cold relationships
between France and Germany, school books of those
two countries were mainly designed and written in order
to : 
� To claim their respective nationalism (and borders
resulted from the previous conflict : “Modern Handbook”
for Alsace Lorraine schools.(Metz, 1875)
� To give a biased historical point of view of their mutual 
conflicts

•A counterexample of the French-German Handbook :
« A little story of France in War » dedicated to the Alsace 
Lorraine people. Published in 1919 : the aim of this
history handbook of propaganda : explaining how the
Germany was totally guilty of the 1st World War, and how
courageous was the France to fight for those two regions.
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« A little story of France in War », Strasbourg, 1919
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2nd Part : An exception : first try to design a common French German 
history handbook. (1932)

• When in 1930 the historians Fritz Kern and Jean de 
Pange envisaged a «manual of Franco-German 
relations» to be written by both French and German 
scholars, they emphasized that the cultural and 
civilizational perspectives were best able to grasp the 
similarities, convergences, and exchanges between the 
two nations, whereas the political history then dominant 
led to excessive emphasis on divergences and conflicts. 

•This remark is still valid, and almost eighty years later, it 
is by combining these diverse approaches that German 
and French historians and teachers have succeeded in 
making readers share a history that long divided 
European peoples. Jean De Pange
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2nd Part : An exception : first try to design a common French German 
history handbook. (1932)

• “Common handbook of the French German relationships”
by Fritz Kern and Jean de Pange, 1932

• It is not so much a matter of ‘joint educational works’, 
which would imply an adaptation of curricula on the part of 
both or several states; rather, these are ‘joint materials for 
teaching and learning’, intended to contribute towards 
overcoming national or nationalistic approaches to history 
tuition. 

• This book derives from a university-based initiative which 
act alongside – or sometimes against – governments, 
which is how they differ from the Franco-German History 
Textbook.

Fritz Kern
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3rd Part : Mutual but bilateral empathy (1945 - 2006)

• This part will try to analyze how German and French 
history schoolbooks try to adopt a more neutral and 
objective point of view on their common recent history.

• It will be based on several books of our database. For 
instance : Histoire, le Monde de 1939 à nos jours, Paris 
(1998) 
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•An unprecedented project:
A collection carried out by a team of French-
German teachers to cross the teaching point 
of views and approaches on the history of the
world and Europe

•January 2003 : the French-German
Parliament of the Young people proposes to 
chancellor Schröder and to president Chirac 
the realization of a French German handbook
of History in three volumes with the identical
contents for the two countries in order to look 
further into mutual comprehension.

4th Part : The common French German history handbook. (2006 – ….)
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4th Part : The common French German history handbook. (2006 – ….)

• «Under the title 'Europe and the World from the Congress of Vienna to 1945,' this
volume deals with a period shaped by three great wars that is particularly difficult
for neighbors. When one considers this time of hostility and suspicion, the
significance of the trust achieved today and the intensity of German-French
relationships becomes particularly clear».

•As this press release issued by the Berlin senate emphasizes, this common
manual, which is addressed to students in Première (German eleventh and twelfth
grades) was awaited with special interest because of the tragic nature of the period
it covers : three wars—one between France and Germany, while the other two
were world.
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4th Part : The common French German history handbook. (2006 – ….)

• A closer look and a comparison with other teaching materials will demonstrate, 
however, that the Franco-German History Textbook is not the ‘light reading’ it may
first appear to be, even from a German perspective. 

•It deals with the period from the Congress of Vienna up until the end of the Second 
World War over 385 pages, while the equivalent volume on the Early Modern Age, 
for instance, Geschichte und Geschehen (GuG), begins with the French Revolution
and follows history chronologically up to the ‘Berlin Republic’, further dealing with
European integration, Islam and the Modern Age as well as the development of
China from 1800 up to the present in the subsequent chapters (covering a total of
590 pages). 
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French-German History Manual published by Nathan
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4th Part : The common French German history handbook. (2006 – ….)

• Crossing French Pedagogical Practices with German Ones

•Far more than the interpretation of events, pedagogical practices have always been
very different in the two countries. This manual seeks to overcome these differences
and to create favorable grounds for pedagogical transfers. The sections on 
historiography can sensitize students to the diversity of possible interpretations. 
They reflect the clear influence of German teaching methods, in which students have 
to express an opinion regarding what historians write, whereas in France they
comment on «source» texts. 

•Inversely, the format with the lesson to be learned on the left-hand page and the
pedagogical material on the right-hand page is in conformity with French practice, 
and so are the importance and quality of iconographic representations and maps. 
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4th Part : The common French German history handbook. (2006 – ….)

• Developing «A Common Historical Consciousness»

• The manual proposes «Intersecting views», inserts expressing a variety of
perspectives. Thus, the overall structure reflects the priority given to a European
approach. 

• The general conception of the work reflects the concern to reduce as much as 
possible the juxtaposition of national points of view and replace them with
transversal analyses. 
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Conclusion

•With the publication of the French German history handbook, the initial 
reactions were unanimous to underline the initiative which exceeded for 
the first time the national framework in the way of teaching history..

•The stake is at the same time pedagogical and educational, political 
and economic.

•The Franco-German History Textbook has set itself the ambitious goal 
of paving the way for a hypothetical European history book that
combines 27 ‘viewpoints’…
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