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Research topic 

Analyzing caricatures that contain the image of the 
“emancipated woman”

Research Question:
• How is the social transformation of the role of 

women (determined by economic and political 
changes) reflected in aesthetic representations, 
particularly caricatures?

• The investigation time frame is the time around 
the turn of the 19th into the 20th century.
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Sources

The satirical publications Simplicissimus and 
Jugend
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The function and effect of 
caricatures

• The aim of a caricature and/or of its artist 
includes: criticizing, shedding light on something, 
teaching, convincing, revealing, uncovering, or 
trying to make a statement. 

• However, it can also dissolve away into a 
nihilistic, destructive, and defamatory illustrative 
language
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Modern marriages

There is hardly any topic which has been so 
frequently used by artists for satirical 
representation as that of marriage

An example is the frequently-modified theme of the 
“battle against trousers.”
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The cold-blooded, unfaithful wife with the constant tendency 
towards excess – and her cheated-on husband 
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“And Mr. Graf, what do men like you provide us young ladies with in 
marriage?” –

“Our souls, my dear.”
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“I’d like to see the hurricane 
that can blow me into the 
harbor of marriage!”
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Does she have a heart? I cannot
hear anything.
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Caricatures in the classroom

• When it comes to caricatures dealing with the life of women 
and men in times of political and societal change, the 
pupils can benefit from them by obtaining an increased 
sensitivity towards different images of men and women.  

• The topic can also be useful for critically reflecting upon 
their own notions of gender roles, as well as the gender 
roles perceived by society.

• caricatures, circumstances, or situations are often 
schematically reproduced.  When images are reproduced 
the same way over and over, i.e. when they are constantly 
typified, this can lead to the manifestation of clichés and 
prejudices.
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Thank you.


