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Description of the topic

• The project researches the ideological tenets of 
Metaxa’s dictatorship in Greece (1936-1940), as 
they emerge from the teaching of literature in 
secondary education. 

• Aspects of teaching like the writing of schoolbooks 
and the choice of literary texts to be included (the 
books interestingly incorporate texts of the dictator 
himself), curricula, ministry regulations for the 
teaching of literature and laws reveal the aims and 
methods of the regime as well as the uses to which 
literature has been put in this period. 
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Description of the topic

. 
• The project will also trace the kind of 

theoretical backing that this enterprise was 
given in journal and newspaper articles and 
letters. 

• It will also situate the instrumental view of 
literature propounded by the dictatorship 
within a larger historical context
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The Essay [WP3]

will focus on

Reading Literature Schoolbooks 
for Ideology
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1) How to “read” literature schoolbooks to 
understand the ideology behind their 

making:

� Process of their making 

� Actual contents
� Peritext (book prologue, introductions to 

individual texts, pictures, exercises if any)   
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2) How to “read” regulations and 
curricula:

� How many hours are devoted to 
literature teaching?

� What goals is it supposed to achieve?
� What freedom is allowed to teacher in 

the selection of texts to teach, hours to 
devote, exercises to use

� Is literature taught in conjunction to 
other courses e.g. national history, 
writing, other?
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3) How to “read” the theoretical 
backing

� The actual ideas propounded

� Who are the persons doing the backing – are 
they academics or government related? 

� Where do they publish their articles –
specialised journals or newspapers? And, if in 
newspapers, of which ideological inclination 
are they? 
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4) How to “read” pictures of the 
period related to education

� How are the students dressed?
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How to “read” pictures of the 
period related to education

� How many are there in a class?
� Do all kids appear to have books?
� What are the power relations revealed 

by the standing of students and their 
place in relation to teacher and those of 
the teachers in relation to school master
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How to “read” pictures of the 
period related to education

• What is the 
class 
ambience? 

• What sort of 
attitude does it 
predispose 
students for?
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How to “read” pictures of the 
period related to education

• What is the 
place of 
religious and 
national 
emblems?
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5) How to place the findings in 
the larger historical context

Bibliography: 

� on the history of the period and key figures, 
particularly of education

� on the ideology of the regime
� on different views of literature (history and 

theory of literature)


