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Research resources 
on the HOL portal:

- Primary sources in Database 2 (literature 
textbooks, laws, curricula, photos)

- Webliography (online archives, photos)
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The research path



eBusiness Lab @ TEI of Messolongi

History of literature textbooks up to the 
period in question, i.e. 1884-1936

Resources provided 
by bibliography and 
webliography, e.g. 
http://educmus.ppp.
uoa.gr/, Museum of 
Education. 
Particular interest in 
how are literature 
textbooks compiled
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Modern Greek literature school
textbooks in the Metaxas’ years

(1936-1940)
- Laws regarding the 

foundation of a state 
organization for the 
production of schoolbooks 
(STPO) (953/1937)

- Laws regarding the 
compilation of literature 
textbooks, stating aims and 
purposes
(All laws uploaded in 
Database 2)
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The background: 
Propaganda apparatuses of the Metaxas

regime/ The ideological guidance of youth

Law on the national 
and moral education 
of youth 
(1798/1939, uploaded 
in Database 2)
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The background: 
Propaganda apparatuses of the Metaxas

regime/ The ideological guidance of youth

Law describing the 
course of “State 
Education” (���
477�� / 9.11.1939, � . 
386, uploaded in 
Database 2)
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The background:
Propaganda apparatuses of the Metaxas

regime/ The ideological guidance of youth

The “National Youth 
Organization” (EON) 

(Webliography, Historical 
Archive of the Greek Youth
http://195.251.7.62/iaen/com
mon/wBooks/index.htm, 

E. Machairas’ study The 
Youth of the 4th of August
online)
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The background: 
Propaganda apparatuses of the Metaxas

regime: The ideological guidance of youth

On the ideological uses 
of literature in Greek 
schools: neither the first 
nor the only time it 
happens. 
(webliography,PhD
thesis online, Archives of 
the University of 
Thessaloniki “The image 
of Alexander the Great in 
Modern Greek 
Bibliography: History, 
Literature, Schoolbooks”)
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The Literature textbooks: 
Modern Greek Readings

Five (5) textbooks 
uploaded in their 
entirety in
Database 2 (well, 
actually scanned and 
waiting to be 
uploaded)
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The Literature textbooks: Modern Greek
Readings

Arrangement of texts

In the first four grades, the texts are arranged in thematic 
units telling of the ideological goals of the regime: 
“From religious life”
“From ancient Greek life”
“From modern Greek life”
“From family and social life”
“From Greek landscapes”
“From Greek nature and the life within it”

In brief: patriotism, religion, family, rustic Greece
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The Literature textbooks: Modern Greek
Readings

Arrangement of texts
In the 5th grade , texts are anthologized in chronological order
for the first time, from the fall of Constantinople (1453 B.C.) to
the modern era

In the 6th grade texts are selected from various literary
genres , so that students will be informed about the diversity of
textual genres

Works from foreign/translated literature are also anthologized in
fifth and sixth grade textbooks, so that students will become
acquainted with classic works and authors of world literature, 
even though some authors are selected by the yardstick of their
philhellenism (Byron, Cervantes, Dante, Goethe, Hugo, 
Kipling, Mistral, Schiller, Shakespeare, etc.) 
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The Literature textbooks: Modern Greek
Readings
Topics

� Greek fatherland worship
� Praise of the industry and work
� Sympathy for the peasantry
� Praise for the regime: inclusion of Metaxas’ own 

political speeches, excerpts of his biography, texts 
describing the regime’s commemorative 
(i.e. propagandistic) demonstrations. 
[Here also recourse to webliogrphy
provides iconographic material for these 
demonstrations, ERT online archives, 
http://www.ert-archives.gr/] 
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The Literature textbooks: Modern Greek
Readings

Exclusion of writers

� The widely acclaimed poet 
C. P. Cavafy excluded on 
account of his homosexuality 

� The important poet K. G. 
Karyotakis excluded on 
account of his pessimism 
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The Literature textbooks: Modern Greek
Readings

Iconographic material

The textbooks are decorated with paintings by noted 19th 
century Greek painters (Nikolaos Gyzis, Nikiforos Lytras, 
Georgios Iakovidis) protrayingscenes from Greek life, as
well as with Nelly’s photos, with themes fromthe King’s 
guard Euzonesand from theGreek country

[Textbooks, Database 2]
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The reception of the new books

All reviews of the period 
are flattering, possibly due 
to the censorship of the 
time 
(reviews uploaded in 
Database 2)


